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Introduction

On Sunday, May 31, 2020, photographer Kevin 
Claiborne was covering the peaceful demonstrations 
in Manhattan following the murder of George Floyd on 
May 25, when he was attacked by police. “I was 
maced twice directly in the face,” he remembers. 


“I was hit while telling the officer that it was not illegal 
for me to photograph or film police, particularly while I 
was standing on the sidewalk (public property). He 
said, ‘Oh, you think you’re smart’ before he hit me. Hit 
with a metal baton four times on each forearm, my left 
knee, and my head. Brought to my knees in pain.”


1© Kevin Claiborne
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Claiborne had been documenting 
the protests independently and 
without the support of a publication, 
news agency, or institution. While he 
doesn’t believe that kind of support 
would have made any difference in 
the actions of police, he does think it 
might have helped him feel safer or 
made it easier to pursue a 
complaint.


The photography community has 
always had a responsibility to 
protect its people. That principle 
holds today, as photographers like 
Claiborne risk their lives and safety

to record history, and it also applies 
within the larger context of the 
industry in general.


Anti-Black racism happens in the 
streets, and it also happens in the 
studio. It can come in the form of 
brutal acts of violence, and it can 
appear in discriminatory hiring 
practices and microaggressions 
against Black people on set. It 
happens every time Black creatives 
are told not to speak out against the 
racism they witness and experience 
in the workplace.

2Photo by Edward Grant
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Claiborne’s answer to violence was 
perseverance. “We must continue,” 
he wrote on Instagram at the time, 
“Thank you for everyone who stuck 
together out there. This work is 
necessary.”


This brief guide is built on that 
principle of sticking together and 
showing up for Black 
photographers—right now and far 
into the future. The wellbeing of our 
community depends on it. 

“Supporting the Black Lives Matter 
movement is not just about caring 
when a Black person is wrongfully 
killed. It’s showing you care about 
the livelihoods of Black people and 
want to have a hand in fighting 
systemic inequality and fostering 
equal opportunities for Black people. 
Most importantly, it’s about holding 
individuals who are against those 
beliefs accountable. And that is 
something that needs to be 
practiced on a day-to-day basis.” 
–Edward Grant

3Photo by Edward Grant

”We must continue“
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For Photographers

“The most inspiring thing I have seen recently are the 
photos that the photographers of color have been 
posting. Our perspective is that of experience from the 
inside out rather than voyeuristic. One way that the 
community can support BLM is to hire Black 
photographers and share Black stories. Not shying 
away from controversial or different perspectives. 


I would like to see more photos of the souls and 
honest stories of the people. Allow Black 
photographers to tell the stories they feel on their 
heart rather than asking them to tell stories that are 
trending.” –Amandla Baraka 

4© Amandla Baraka
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Share your resources
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1.

Photo by Tope Adenola

https://500px.com/p/topeadenola


6

Authority Collective published some 
example templates of responses 
you can give if you know someone 
else who’s better for the job. “We 
know it’s difficult to say no to work,” 
the team wrote on Instagram. “But 
sometimes, when appropriate, the 
responsibility falls on individuals to 
pass along work to 
underrepresented photographers 

“American photographers, stop with 
the famine mentality, and stop with 
the nepotistic fraternities,” 
photographer Donavon Smallwood 
urges. “Befriend young Black 
photographers, do print trades, lend 
resources/emails, give introductions. 
Have empathy, and model anti-racist 
behavior. Listen. 

who are just as capable and may 
produce more nuanced work 
because of their lived experience.”

“What relationships do you have 
where your opinion is respected? Do 
you ever get assignments from 
editors you frequently work with that 
might be better suited for someone 
from an underrepresented group? 
Let the editor know. Have a 
conversation: ‘Hey, maybe this job 
isn't best suited for me, you should 
look into hiring ‘X.’”

"Pursuit of Kindness, New York City. 2017. 
Thomas Garcia, Stephen Neptune, and DD Smith" © Edward GrantPhoto by Kevin J Williams

https://www.instagram.com/p/CA-c36ZFMmQ/
http://donavonsmallwood.com/
https://500px.com/p/Sci-Fi_Wasabi?view=photos
https://500px.com/p/prolifickid?view=photos
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“I believe learning about racial 
privilege is a great stepping stone 
toward understanding systematic 
and covert racism and how it trickles 
down to other microaggressions. 
Once you grasp the fundamentals of 
these practices, remember that now 
is a great time not only to educate 
others but also to use corrective 
action when the time arises.”

“I have seen a massive amount of 
support from fellow photographers 
who have used their social media 
platforms to re-share information 
regarding Black Lives Matter, social 
issues, and similar causes, as well 
as give the spotlight over to talented 
Black photographers,” photographer 
Edward Grant tells us. 


Educate yourself and others
2.

http://edwardlgrant.com/


“As a Black female photographer, I always aim to 
portray Black people as vibrant and powerful, 
because that’s what we are.” –Dahyembi Joi Neal

8Photos by Dahyembi Joi Neal
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“Ever since I set out on a career in photography, I've 
more often than not been the only Black person on the 
photo team—definitely the only Black woman,” Lelanie 
Foster tells us. “I've been the only Black assistant; I've 
been told I don't ‘look’ like a photographer, overheard 
racist language on set, and really just experienced so 
many instances where I felt discouraged and like I 
don't belong and probably should just quit.


“This kind of stuff has all gone unchecked and 
maintained the status quo of exclusive white spaces. 
This has quite easily taken place also because there 
is no regulatory body that oversees our industry,

Advocate for representation  
and equality on set

3.

Photo by Dahyembi Joi Neal

https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/
https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/
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that demands diverse workspaces, 
that holds individuals accountable 
for their behavior. We need to 
change this.


“As Black creatives, we already face 
so many obstacles sustaining 
ourselves in the 
industry—particularly when we are 
trying to just get the experience. 
Hiring Black assistants and training 

them provides for the perfect 
entryway into the industry. Photo 
editors and photographers should 
be actively seeking out ways to tap 
into disadvantaged communities and 
create pipelines, access, and 
support to young people interested 
in photo careers. 


“I'd love to see long term efforts and 
commitments made by established 
photographers to hire racially and 
gender diverse crews—this really 
should be regulated somehow 
because the industry has gotten 
away with favoring the white male 
photographer and white male crew 
as a standard for forever.”

Photos by Dahyembi Joi Neal

”The industry has gotten away with favoring 
the white male photographer and white male 
crew as a standard“ -Lelanie Foster

https://500px.com/p/dahyembijneal
https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/
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Advocating for representation on set extends beyond 
your immediate crew to include collaborators like 
stylists, art directors, makeup artists, and more. “The 
photography community has an array of talented, but 
often overlooked, Black artists,” photographer 
Dahyembi Joi Neal explains. “It's refreshing to witness 
Black photographers working with other Black artists 
and creating legendary work.


“In this moment, I think we are learning the power we 
all have when creating amongst our community and 
getting out of our comfort zones. We're able to see 
Black representation in all forms, spaces, and 
expressions. 


“I would also love to see more diversity in how Black 
people are photographed—different genders, body 
shapes, and cultures. As Black people, we are so 
unique and complex, and I would love to see that 
portrayed more often in the photography community.”

Photo by Dahyembi Joi Neal

https://500px.com/p/dahyembijneal
https://500px.com/p/dahyembijneal


“I've seen a few Tweets from prominent photographers 
offering to lend their gear to Black photographers to 
cover the protests,” Dee Williams tells us. Lenses, 
cameras, backpacks, and all equipment can be 
donated to Black photographers who are putting 
themselves on the line to document history.
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Donate your gear
4.

Photo by Hagar Wirba

https://www.deexdee.com/
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“Photographers can refuse to work with companies/ 
brands whose exec/managerial teams lack diversity,” 
Dee Williams reminds us. 


Visual artist Klea McKenna recently shared a template 
for holding “gatekeepers” accountable and supporting 
representation behind the scenes (on the right). “It 
originated from a letter I wrote to a curator,” she tells 
us. “In my own local art community, we often lament 
the inequality of it, but because there is a feeling of 
scarcity of opportunities, I think artists rarely risk their 
own position for the sake of others. 


“We all need to step it up and do that now and into the 
future. This template is just a tiny tool; the seed of a 
conversation that can be adapted and expanded as 
needed, and is a small part of a much larger effort.”


13Template by Klea McKenna

Take a stand
5.

https://www.deexdee.com/
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“Donate to relief funds, memorial funds, bail funds, 
local business funds, and share links for others to 
donate on your social media,” Donavon Smallwood 
advises. “Read and share what Black people are 
saying. Don't simply comment an emoji under a post.”


There’s no shortage of organizations to support, but 
you can start with Authority Collective’s guide to 
Resources for Photographers and Beyond on 
Anti-Racism. Reclaim the Block recently this list of 
worthy organizations as well. More can be found in 
the National Resources List. If you don’t have the 
resources to contribute financially, consider opening a 
print sale. You can do it on your own or with a 
collective of fellow photographers.
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Donate, and encourage  
others to do so as well

6.

Photo by Nana Frimpong Oduro

http://donavonsmallwood.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JI-nF62WmPBVJjsyGm2Qa7Vrwgno0wXWDh2W2TBJUSU/edit
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https://500px.com/p/frizzlemadeit?view=photos


Photos by Adeolu Osibodu

For PRIDE month, photographer Ryan Pfluger did 
not share his own images on Instagram but work 
from Black creatives within the LGBTQI community. 
“There are so many different voices that need to 
become a part of the continual visual dialogue that 
is consumed by the masses,” he tells us. 


“It’s our job as photographers to be informed. 
Social media has reduced us to using our platforms 
mostly as personal portfolios to communicate with 
a large number of people at once. It's time we start 
using those platforms when we are in a place of 
privilege to highlight our peers that have not been 
given the same opportunity. Camaraderie would go 
a long way right now, and it’s time we all step up.”
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Organize a 
takeover

7.

https://500px.com/p/adeoluosibodu
https://www.instagram.com/ryanpfluger/?hl=en
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‘The Kids Are Alright.’  
“My niece was washing her 
hair at our kitchen sink. It 
was a nice lifestyle/family 
moment and nice to see 
her step up and do small 
things like that for herself.” 
—Jordan Kines

Photo by Jordan Kines

https://500px.com/jordankines
https://500px.com/p/jordankines


“The most inspiring moment I've 
seen from the photography 
community lately has been the influx 
of photos documenting the protests 
on my Twitter and Instagram feeds,” 
photographer Jordan Kines 
explains. “It’s been heartening to 
see photographers switch gears 
from posting their normal content to 
circulating media regarding the 
Black Lives Matter movement.


“Photography is a peaceful voice 
that plays a pivotal role in 
communicating what's happening in 
the world. Social media spearheads 
our communication and how we 
ingest information and content. The 
lesson I’ve carried with me is that 
photography can be an effective tool 
for underscoring social injustices as 
well as prominent political issues.

17Photo by Jordan Kines

Create images that make  
a difference

8.

https://500px.com/jordankines
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“In the last few months, we've seen something we've never seen before. The 
Black Lives Matter movement, for years, has been misunderstood and 
unheard. With the blatant racism and brutality against George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor, the country and the world have woken up. It's inspiring to see 
the world mobilize in response to this ongoing crisis. Seeing photographers 
chomping at the bit to document protests is also inspiring.” -Jordan Kines

Photos by Jordan Kines

https://500px.com/jordankines
https://500px.com/jordankines
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”The lesson I’ve carried with me is that photography 
can be an effective tool for underscoring social 
injustices as well as prominent political issues.“ 

-Jordan Kines

https://500px.com/jordankines


For those hiring  
photographers

“I would like to see more uplifting photos that have 
come from Black creatives coming together and 
creating beautiful art. There are so many Black 
creatives around that don't get as much light as they 
deserve. We can use this time to help those creatives 
who don't have as much exposure and also show off 
some of the greats.” –Imani Hamilton

Highly Melanated © Imani Hamilton

https://imani.format.com/
https://imani.format.com/


Follow collectives that  
promote diversity

21

1.

Photo by Kevin J Williams

https://500px.com/p/prolifickid?view=photos
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Diversify Photo has a 
#HireBlackPhotographers resource 
with more than a thousand 
photographers available for hire; 
assigning editors may request access 
to a private database with more 
information. The tools and resources 
are at your fingertips, so dig in.

“I’d like to see photo editors taking 
the time to really research 
photographers that don't look like 
them—or focus on an audience that 
you may not have tried to reach in 
the past,” fine art photographer 
Rashod Taylor urges. “Take the time 
to seek out collectives and 
photography groups that promote 
diverse work.

“For instance, on Instagram alone, you 
have @womenphotograph, 
@authoritycollective, 
@blackvisionscollective, 
@diversifyphoto, 
@colorpositiveco—just to name a few. 
In addition, you have a new and 
growing resource in @photogreenbook 
that provides resources that promote 
inclusivity and diversity.”

Photos by Kevin J Williams

https://diversify.photo/2020/06/10/hireblackphotographers/
https://www.rashodtaylor.com/
https://www.instagram.com/womenphotograph/
https://www.instagram.com/authoritycollective/
https://www.instagram.com/blackvisionscollective/
https://www.instagram.com/diversifyphoto/
https://www.instagram.com/colorpositiveco/
https://www.instagram.com/photogreenbook/
https://500px.com/p/prolifickid?view=photos
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“It would help if editors had a much 
broader range of interests. Often the 
subjects, projects, and areas of 
focus are very synonymous with 
what has always been produced and 
covered. There is a wide and 
diverse range of people and stories 
that are genuinely worthy of being 
explored in the greater global Black 
community.”


“One of the most poignant steps I 
believe can be taken is to be much 
fairer with coverage,” photographer 
Justin French says. “Black stories 
honestly don't get the same push as 
other stories. This is the case until 
the story becomes a global 
headline, such as the events 
currently happening. 


Publish Black stories
2.

https://www.justin-french.com/
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For much of photo history, Black stories have been 
taken over by white photographers. As a result, many 
of those images have pushed a harmful narrative, 
reinforced stereotypes, and fostered the spread of 
misinformation. 


“The one way editors can make change is to improve 
their hiring process and hire more Black 
photographers to tell their stories instead of always 
hiring white photographers to document Black 
stories,” photographer Anthony B. Geathers tells us. “I 
have seen publications make statements supporting 
this issue who have no Black employees and/or 
photographers on staff.”

Support Black photographers
3.

Photo by Dahyembi Joi Neal

http://www.anthonygeathersphoto.com/
https://500px.com/p/dahyembijneal?view=photos
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”stay true to yourself. No one can tell our stories 
better than ourselves.“ -Kevin J Williams

Photographer Kevin J Williams agrees, adding, “I 
would also like to see more Black photographers 
documenting Black lives. I would like to see more 
intimate, unapologetic photography. One piece of 
advice I would give to Black photographers is to 
stay true to yourself. No one can tell our stories 
better than ourselves.” 


Of course, this includes photos of the movement 
itself. Photographer Samantha Pierre tells us, 
“During the Black Lives Matter protests, editors 
should give and have been giving assignments to 
interested Black photographers, as they have a 
better understanding of the movement, since it is 
the space that they occupy.”

This is Milan, 7, taking a portrait of her younger brother Javanie, 3, in her neighborhood. Eastside, Syracuse, NY. © Kevin J Williams

https://www.prolifickid.com/
https://www.prolifickid.com/
https://500px.com/p/samanthapierre_
https://www.prolifickid.com/


“Creatives need to create spaces within themselves to 
better assess talent instead of dismissing or 
pigeonholing artists,” photographer Kacey Jeffers 
says. “For example, because you're Black doesn't 
mean you can only photograph Black people. If 
someone has a portfolio of their community that 
happens to be Black, see beyond the obvious and be 
willing to give that person opportunity and access. A 
conscious effort must be made on the part of creatives 
to assign jobs in a more balanced way.”

27

Assign jobs fairly
4.

Photo by Aaron Ricketts

http://www.kaceyjeffers.com/shop
https://500px.com/p/aaronricketts_
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As Authority Collective recently explained, white, male, 
cisgender photographers are given ample range in 
terms of the topics they cover. So should Black 
photographers and photographers of color.  “Hire 
Black photographers to cover stories inside and 
outside of their communities,” Los Angeles-based 
photographer Matt Sayles urges. “Imagery is the 
tapestry that tells our history.  


“We need to make sure all voices are included. Not 
enough BIPOC photographers have been truly 
welcomed into our community and given opportunities 
comparable to their white counterparts. I want to see 
their work on covers and in advertisements. In 
galleries and online. I want to see assignments and 
bylines that represent who we are as a country.” 


Photo by Daniel Sekyi Attah

https://www.instagram.com/authoritycollective/
https://www.mattsaylesphoto.com/
https://500px.com/p/danniebrown5050?view=photos


Photographer Aaron Ricketts 
elaborates, “I think at this point in 
time, it's embarrassing that we still 
have publications (or whoever) 
being proud of the fact that they 
finally have their first Black 
photographer. In my opinion, Black 
Lives Matter also means that Black 
Creators Matter, and this, of course, 
includes Black photographers and 
image-makers. That being said, the 
easiest way to show support is to 
elevate Black photographers in a 
way that it is seen as the norm—not 
an exception.”

29A Gallon a Day © Aaron Ricketts
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“Magazines need to pay photographers, stylists, 
makeup artists, etc. for work,” Kacey Jeffers says. 
“The editorial system within a fashion space is, more 
often than not, slanted to benefit creatives who have 
money to self-fund projects. 


“More often than not, this is a white established male 
photographer or a younger white male, who can afford 
to do so or do so neck-deep in debt. This system 
needs dismantling. No one should be contributing to 
any publication for free. And no one should be waiting 
for a check for three months!”
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Pay on time
5.

Photo by Tope Adenola

http://www.kaceyjeffers.com/shop
https://500px.com/p/topeadenola


“Photography contests need a more diverse set of 
judges,” photographer Dee Williams explains. 
“Photography contests—and the photo industry as a 
whole—also need to end the celebration and 
awarding of trauma porn (i.e., white photographers 
going to impoverished countries and documenting 
death and despair of Black and Brown communities).”

31

Understand the 
responsibility  
that comes with holding 
photo contests and awards

6.

Photo by Edward Grant

https://www.deexdee.com/
https://500px.com/p/Sci-Fi_Wasabi
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Photographer Daniel Sekyi Attah 
also hopes to see new contests 
launched to support the cause. “I 
think photo contests should be 
organized on a regular basis for 
photographers on specific themes 
that support the Black Lives Matter 
movement,” he says. “In recent 
weeks, a couple of international 
photography communities organized 
contests in support of the 
movement—with themes like unity, 
love, peace, etc. 


“This is one way to ensure that 
photography communities 
consistently feature images that 
support the movement, create 
awareness, and establish a stance 
of anti-racism. Seeing this made me 
hopeful that, one day, the world 
might be a better place for us all, 
regardless of race.”


Photos by Daniel Sekyi Attah

https://500px.com/p/danniebrown5050?view=photos
https://500px.com/danniebrown5050


“Instead of looking solely at a photographer's work, 
look at their assistant's work,” photographer Imani 
Hamilton suggests. “They hired them for a reason, 
right? I've assisted a few times in my career, and 
most of the time I was overlooked because I had 
the title of ‘assistant,’ but a great number of us 
started in that position.


“On top of having the title of assistant, because I 
am a woman, I am often looked at as unfit for the 
job because of heavy lifting and a lot of running 
around. Don’t feel like the younger generation is 
going to take all of your jobs. There's a job out 
there for everyone. You may be helping push the 
next Sally Mann.”

33

Mentor the next 
generation

7.

Photo by Junior Asiama

https://imani.format.com/
https://imani.format.com/
https://500px.com/p/asiamajunior?view=photos


“I think Black creatives should be 
given the chance to express 
themselves more often,”  
photographer Nana Frimpong Oduro 
explains. "Black photographers, be 
bold with your gift—without being 
scared of what society will think. 
Black artists and photographers 
have shown how talented we are, so 
I’d like to see us have more freedom 
to be expressive in the work we 
create for brands and publications. 

“Also, photographers and photo 
editors alike can create change by 
not editing or lightening skin tones. 
Black is beautiful, and ending this 
harmful practice is one step towards 
making people more comfortable in 
their skin.” 

34Photo by Nana Frimpong Oduro

Embrace new ideas
8.

https://500px.com/frizzlemadeit
https://500px.com/p/Frizzlemadeit
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“The fetishizing of the Black body by 
white photographers—particularly in 
fashion—also has to stop. Art 
directors and non-Black 
photographers really need to 
interrogate the role they play in 
fetishizing and exoticizing our skin, 
hair, clothing, style, etc. for their 
editorial spreads and commercial 
campaigns that never really show up 
for Black life otherwise.

“Without a doubt, I'd love to see the 
‘gatekeepers’ of the 
industry—particularly in fashion, 
commercial, and photojournalism 
fields (photo editors, art directors, 
etc.)—do their homework and 
commit to vastly expanding their 
network of Black photographers so 
that they are not relying on the same 
select few,” photographer Lelanie 
Foster says.


“There are so many Black 
photographer lists circulating now 
with tons and tons of names—it's 
reaffirmation that yes, we do exist, 
but infuriating at the same time 
because it's also proof that we take 
up such little space in this industry. 

Make a long-term commitment
9.

https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/
https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/


36

“If the photography community 
wants to support BLM, it should 
first realize that it is not about the 
right now. To make a positive, 
long-lasting impact on the lives of 
Black photographers, it needs to 
recognize and begin to unpack all 
the ways in which the industry has 
upheld a system of white 
supremacy and then address 
those things with a commitment to 
long-term efforts to effect change.” 
-Lelanie Foster

Sister, 2018 © Lelanie Foster

https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/
https://www.instagram.com/lelanief/


For covering protests 

“Some of the inspiring moments for me have been 
seeing different photographers on the frontlines and in 
the heart of capturing history. It has given me hope 
because it has shown me just how many people are a 
part of this moment in history. We can learn that we’re 
long overdue for change when it comes to race and 
injustice against Black people. Use photos to tell a 
story better than words can.” –Desmond Butler

37© Desmond Butler

https://desmarquisphotography.zenfolio.com/
https://desmarquisphotography.zenfolio.com/


Follow ethical guidelines

38

1.

Photo by Hagar Wirba

https://500px.com/p/hagarrr?view=photos
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your pictures, protect their identities 
with creative compositions. Their 
security is more important than the 
picture is.


Of course, some people might be 
happy to be photographed, while 
others might prefer their identities to  
be kept private, so be sensitive and 
approach each case individually. 

Photographer Tope Adenola 
elaborates, “Some people will 
want to be part of the struggle 
without having their faces/features 
shown in photos. As much as 
possible, photographers should try 
to distinguish between someone 
who wants a close-up 
taken/published and someone 
who doesn't.” 

published on their sites, articles, 
social media accounts,” Williams 
tells us. “These types of images 
are compromising identities and 
exposing people to more harm.” 


Ask for consent from the people you 
photograph, and explain where and 
how the photos might be used, 
shared, and published. If you don’t 
have permission from the people in 

“Authority Collective has created 
guidelines on how to photograph 
police brutality protests,” Dee 
Williams says. These guidelines 
include, but are not limited to, giving 
special consideration to vulnerable 
subjects. 


“Photo editors can make sure 
images that show close-ups of 
people's faces at protests aren't

Photo by Tope AdenolaPhoto by Kevin J Williams

https://www.topeadenola.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hFvB_cGM_TfVVNuXV-Jg6mO4DIPLvNoC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hFvB_cGM_TfVVNuXV-Jg6mO4DIPLvNoC/view
https://www.deexdee.com/
https://www.deexdee.com/
https://500px.com/p/topeadenola?view=photos
https://500px.com/p/prolifickid?view=photos
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As Jordan Kines reaffirms, this is a 
long-term process, and it’s one that 
requires giving back and getting 
involved. “The most counterproductive 
thing I've seen from the photo 
community is treating the movement 
like it’s a trend,” he says. “The plight 
of Black people and the Black Lives 
Matter movement should not be 
glamorized. The purpose of 
photojournalism should be to amplify 
unheard voices and enhance true 
stories.” 


“All photographers should remember 
to be safe, well-rested (physically 
and mentally) and not use this time 
of struggle as an opportunity to 
personally capitalize off of Black 
death, Black pain, and injustice 
against communities of color,” Kevin 
Claiborne urges.


“Further, photographers should 
remain ethical, thoughtful, and 
respectful in their approach to 
document and share truth. It is 
absolutely OK to remember that not 
everything needs to be captured or 
shared immediately, if at all. Change 
begins at the individual level, through 
small actions day in and day out.”

Be respectful 
2.

https://500px.com/jordankines
http://kevinclaiborne.com/
http://kevinclaiborne.com/


41Photo by Jordan Kines

”Photojournalism should bear witness 
and amplify, not solely extract. 
Photographers at these protests 
shouldn't forget to engage with the 
movement and those that they are 
photographing.“ -Jordan Kines

https://500px.com/p/jordankines?view=photos
https://500px.com/p/jordankines?view=photos


“I think it’s important for white photographers to not 
overstep their boundaries at these protests,” artist 
Rachel Elise Thomas explains. “It’s one thing to be 
from the media and it’s your profession, but to be a 
hobbyist or whatnot, you have to ask yourself, ‘Why 
am I taking these images, and how is this helping?’


“Black photographers, you don’t need permission; this 
is part of our history to document. Whether you’re a 
professional, hobbyist, or someone with a phone, 
make your way to the front of the crowd at these 
protests and get those pictures.”

Understand your role in  
this moment

3.

Photo by Aaron Ricketts

https://rachelelisethomas.com/
https://500px.com/p/aaronricketts_


43Photo by Dahyembi Joi Neal

”I want Black attendees to be 
right up there with the media 
and the other white 
photographers that often 
dictate and narrate our stories. 
This is for the Black community, 
and this is all about Black lives, 
our livelihood.“ 

-Rachel Elise Thomas

https://500px.com/p/dahyembijneal
https://rachelelisethomas.com/


“Photographers and photo editors are historians,” 
photographer Cydni Elledge tells us. “It’s our job to tell 
the real story instead of painting a narrative. We must 
be accurate in our documentation. When the next 
generations learn about our history, our images must 
tell the entire truth. Not one side or another but the 
entire reality.


“Capture the diversity in the crowd. Capture the 
juxtaposition of law enforcement interactions in 
regards to white people versus Black people. Capture 
the hurt and the anger. Capture the smiles and the 
tears. Capture the unity and the disorder. Capture the 
old and the young. Capture the history.”
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Tell the whole story
4.

Attendee of the 20th Anniversary of the Million Man March: Justice or Else 
wears a t-shirt with a powerful message on October 10, 2015 © Cydni Elledge

http://www.cydnielledge.com/
http://www.cydnielledge.com/
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As a photographer or photo editor, it’s your 
responsibility to provide clear context as 
well to ensure that the photographs aren’t 
taken out of that context. 


“We’re telling the story of the pain and 
anguish of a society that is sick and tired of 
racism,” photographer and videographer 
Shaun Vizzy says. “We need photographs 
of rallies, communities, everything that is 
between the good, bad, and ugly.”

”There’s no need to 
sugarcoat anything. It’s 
time to make changes.“ 
-Shaun Vizzy

http://www.shaunvizzy.com/artists
http://www.shaunvizzy.com/artists
http://www.shaunvizzy.com/artists


“The continued focus on visually jarring or shocking 
imagery is counterproductive, in my opinion,” Matt 
Sayles tells us. “As visual journalists, we are drawn to 
the most striking imagery, which in this case may be fire, 
looting, and other forms of violence, but those moments 
are not reflective of the deeper narrative.


“We have had protests in all 50 states that are heartfelt, 
emotional, pained, angered, healing, etc. People are 
coming together across the country to bring about 
meaningful change. This is what should be documented 
because that is the story, and that is what history should 
remember from this movement.”

Be mindful of the photos you 
create and share

5.

46Photo by Nana Frimpong Oduro

https://www.mattsaylesphoto.com/
https://www.mattsaylesphoto.com/
https://500px.com/p/Frizzlemadeit


“The main thing I have seen and heard are white male 
photographers rushing to take photos of Black people 
that have been tear-gassed, shot at, and harmed 
instead of helping them,” Dee Williams tells us. “A lot 
of photographers are on the street to capture that 
‘wow’ photo so they can land magazine covers and 
win prizes. I beg, beg, beg photo editors and anyone 
involved in photo contests to ask these photographers, 
‘Did you help the person in distress after you took the 
image?’ Nine out of ten times, they will say no.”
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Help others
6.

Photo by Junior Asiama

https://www.deexdee.com/
https://500px.com/p/asiamajunior


Some cities in the United States have recently 
experienced an influx of photojournalists, but local 
photographers are often best suited to the job 
because they are part of the community. If there 
are protests and demonstrations going on in your 
city or town, you have a unique perspective to offer. 
Remember that.


Even if you’re not in the United States, chances are 
you can find a story to tell that’s closer to home. 
“The movement started in America, but it has 
reverberated around the world,” Tope Adenola 
explains. “Ask yourself, ‘what local movements, 
protests, demonstrations, or groups could use your 
attention and the attention of the media?’ Once you 
figure that out, use your photography to amplify the 
underrepresented voices of your community.”
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Focus locally
7.

Photos by Tope Adenola

https://www.topeadenola.com/
https://500px.com/p/topeadenola?view=photos


As a journalist, you have a right to be 
covering this moment in history 
without being bothered, harassed, or 
arrested. Before heading out, study 
the ACLU’s guidelines for Protesters’ 
Rights, and remember that police 
cannot confiscate or demand to see 
your photos without a warrant. If you 
are stopped or detained, ask why 
and reassert your First Amendment 
right to take photos. 

Feel free to check out this quick 
video with tips from Emerson Sykes, 
staff attorney for the ACLU's Speech, 
Privacy, & Technology Project.

49Photo by Junior Asiama

Know your rights
8.

https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/protesters-rights/
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/protesters-rights/
https://twitter.com/ACLU/status/1266553313266368518
https://twitter.com/ACLU/status/1266553313266368518
https://500px.com/p/asiamajunior


For everyone

“I’d like to see more photos of people showing joy 
during these times. We (Black people) are resilient 
and strong people, and in the face of the most awful 
terror, we sing, laugh, and joke to fight through the 
pain.”  –Dee Williams

50Photo by Daniel Sekyi Attah

https://www.deexdee.com/
https://500px.com/danniebrown5050


Look inward

51

1.

Photo by Hagar Wirba

https://500px.com/p/hagarrr?view=photos
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“When we talk about photography, we are 
talking about a white male-dominated field,”  
artist, photographer, and professor Nydia Blas 
Boyd says. “The photography community can 
really dissect and think about why that is. There 
are so many questions that can be explored. 
What can be shifted? Re-packaged? Re-taught? 


“How can we expand the history of photography 
to include Black photographers who have been 
ignored and marginalized? How can we focus on 
contemporary Black photographers? How can 
we make sure that Black photographers are 
representing themselves and their communities 
in terms of editorial work?”

Armus, 2018 © Nydia Blas Boyd

https://nydiablas.com/
https://nydiablas.com/
https://nydiablas.com/
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“Years ago, there was a big brouhaha 
with modeling agencies to have more 
diverse talent on their boards. Artist 
reps could use this time to assess if 
their rosters are truly reflecting 
balanced diversity.”  

“I spend a lot of time thinking about 
the past and exploring the things that 
connect it to the present. Specifically, 
the atrocities of slavery and, as a 
result, the institutional racism that is 
so tightly woven into the fabric of our 
American society. These are topics 
that I explore in my ongoing series 
‘My America’.” -Rashod Taylor

“Take accountability for your actions, 
and stop fearing the word 
‘racist/racism,’” Kacey Jeffers urges. 
“As Professor Dumbledore said,’ the 
fear of a name increases fear of the 
thing itself.’ 


“Push through your fear, be 
vulnerable, reach out to people and 
say, ‘I messed up, I can see my 
actions as being racist.’ In other 
words, they are upholding racial 
stereotypes, systems of oppression, 
and the like. Step away from 
gaslighting or diminishing Black and 
POC experiences in the industry or 
denying your own.


Accept responsibility
2.

https://www.rashodtaylor.com/
http://www.kaceyjeffers.com/shop
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”The boy in this image is my son, so it’s 
rich with personal meaning. As his 
father, it’s my job to teach him and help 
him navigate this society, so he can be 
the change that we so desperately need 
in the world. His path won’t be easy, 
especially in a country that was founded 
on a system of oppression designed to 
abuse people like him. I pray for him 
every day—for protection, wisdom, and 
the strength to carry on. He represents 
the hope that I still have for things to 
get better and that people will be 
better.“ -Rashod Taylor

https://www.rashodtaylor.com/
https://www.rashodtaylor.com/


“One of the most inspiring things I’ve noticed within the 
last few months is that a number of reputable 
photography platforms are giving Black content creators 
new platforms to exhibit our talents,” photographer 
Junior Asiama tells us. “I’d like to see more continuous 
visual campaigns and posts like these, focusing on 
BIPOC photographers and their stories, from 
photographers, publishers, brands, and other platforms.”

Spread the word
3.

Photo by Junior Asiama

https://500px.com/p/asiamajunior?view=photos
https://500px.com/p/asiamajunior?view=photos


“During the last few months, I have seen the 
photography community do some counterproductive 
things, such as not speaking up on the Black Lives 
Matter movement,” Kevin J Williams admits. “There 
are a few huge camera companies that did not speak 
out against police brutality, which is most certainly a 
concern and an eye-opener for Black artists such as 
myself. It just shows where certain companies 
amongst the photography community stand, and I’d 
like to see it rectified.” 
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Speak up
4.

Photo by Kevin J Williams

https://www.prolifickid.com/
https://www.prolifickid.com/


“We as consumers have been disappointed by 
companies not speaking up in support of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and when we have voiced 
our opinions and concerns on their social media 
platforms, we’ve seen our comments either deleted or 
restricted,” Edward Grant continues. “It has left a bad 
taste in many people's mouths, including myself, and 
it makes us question if we should even support these 
companies and brands.


“I believe this is not the best approach. Instead, it is 
best to engage with the people, hear what people's 
concerns are, and move forward to the best course of 
action together.”
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Invite feedback
5.

Photo by Edward Grant

http://edwardlgrant.com/
https://500px.com/p/sci-fi_wasabi


“Self-promotion and self-interest are always 
counterproductive,” Justin French tells us. “I think to 
rectify that, individuals and communities should really 
try to step outside of themselves and their personal 
interests, and genuinely look at how they can aid in 
improving the lives of others—Black lives especially.”
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Don’t make it about you  
(if you’re white)

6.

‘The martyr’ from ‘the unwilling martyrs’ © Justin French and Ib Kamara

https://www.justin-french.com/
https://www.justin-french.com
https://www.instagram.com/ibkamara/?hl=en


It’s not the responsibility of Black photographers to 
inform the community about doing better and 
dismantling the racism that pervades the industry. 
Unfortunately, many have been inundated with 
requests from brands, publications, and institutions 
for educational resources. These requests often 
place more pressure on Black creatives to do 
unpaid emotional labor. 


Instead of asking the Black photographers in your 
life about how you can improve, be proactive. The 
Authority Collective, among others, have shared 
some incredible anti-racism resources in recent 
months, so do your research and learn about how 
you can address this problem in your day-to-day 
life. 
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Do your research
7.

Photos by Samantha Pierre

https://www.instagram.com/p/CA35YHdFH7K/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CA35YHdFH7K/
https://500px.com/samanthapierre_


“One of the easiest yet still impactful 
ways the photography community 
can help support the Black Lives 
Matter movement is by fostering 
better inclusion and representation 
for Black people—from models to 
photographers to editors,” 
photographer Hagar Wirba explains.

 “This is vital because photography 
is a form of storytelling; all voices 
and all perspectives are equally 
important. At the same time, after 
decades of erasure of Black people 
in media and art, it's more vital than 
ever that Black voices be heard.” 

60Photo by Hagar Wirba

Prioritize inclusion  
at every level 

8.

https://500px.com/hagarrr
https://500px.com/hagarrr
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“Although the call to representation 
is becoming repetitive, it’s important 
because it hasn’t happened yet. 
Representation is key in the media 
because we’re all different. We 
constantly see white people in the 
media and not ourselves. 

Photographer Samantha Pierre 
agrees, emphasizing the importance 
of supporting Black women, in 
particular. “Too many Black women 
narratives go unseen,” she says. 
“It’s important for us to show 
perspectives far beyond the typical 
‘strong/angry Black woman’ 
complex. 

“I barely saw someone with my skin 
color when I was younger, and it has 
most definitely affected my identity. 
It affects how we view ourselves. 
We need to see a variety of different 
types of Black faces: doctors, 
lawyers, politicians, etc.—not just 
‘the help’ or performers or athletes. 
Diversity is so important since 
there’s only one race—the human 
race.”

“Black women can be vulnerable 
too. We’re also human. I often think 
about Carrie Mae Weems’s ‘The 
Kitchen Table’ series. It’s a perfect 
narrative of how Black women can 
be portrayed in different 
relationships with romantic partners, 
friends, family, and oneself.

Photos by Samantha Pierre

http://www.sampierrephotography.com/
https://500px.com/p/samanthapierre_?view=photos


“I want to see more photographs that stand in truth and do not 
feed into stereotypes,” photographer Adeolu Osibodu tells us. 
“Sincere photographs are photographs that fully portray the 
wholeness of their subjects. These kinds of images can be used 
as a means to bring people closer to their subjects and their 
stories—not farther apart. 


“I feel a large part of what causes hate is simply not 
understanding or appreciating what it is you are hating. 
Photography is dynamic because of the impact it can have on the 
human mind—especially when used the right way. When you tell 
sincere stories and emphasize the truth, you have tremendous 
power. For anyone who is visually expressive, it’s almost a crime 
not to play a role in the universal striving for what is right.”
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Stay honest
9.

‘Lanres at Sea’ © Adeolu Osibodu

https://500px.com/adeoluosibodu
https://500px.com/adeoluosibodu


“In some cases, I do think there are people and 
organizations that are jumping on the bandwagon that 
don't have a history of championing diverse 
photographers or ideals but want it to seem like they 
do,” Rashod Taylor admits. 


“I think time will tell if this lip service is something that 
is real. Actions speak louder than posts on social 
media. I think this can be rectified by the photo 
community holding people accountable and calling out 
injustices as they happen.”
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Keep your promises
10.

Photo by Nana Frimpong Oduro

https://www.rashodtaylor.com/
https://500px.com/p/Frizzlemadeit
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“This eventually leads to 
desensitization, and I think that plays 
a part in why you find so many 
people apathetic to the disgusting 
and awful events of racial injustice. 
As a Black woman myself, as much 
as the current racial climate brings 
me so much pain, I also do have 
things that bring me joy. It is tiring to 
continuously be fed painful images of 
people that look exactly like me. I 
want to see just as much light 
brought to the people who look like 
me, celebrating and happy in all their 
humanity.” 


This is one tip we encountered over 
and over again. “I would like to see 
more photos of Black people 
celebrating,” Hagar Wirba says. “It is 
important to document the reality of 
life, and I understand that includes 
pain; however, for years, most of the 
photos I've seen of Black people 
have been dehumanizing and 
painful. 


Find moments of unity and joy
11.

https://500px.com/hagarrr
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Finally, when implementing each and every one of 
these strategies, think beyond today and into 
tomorrow. “I think one big question is how can the 
photography community support people who are Black 
in a sustainable long-term way, not just when it is 
convenient and trendy to do so,” Kacey Jeffers says.


“If you want to show up, work on unlearning your 
biases, free yourself from fear, learn to empathize, and 
take action. Then you show up in your jobs from that 
space, ready to chip away at the system that is in 
place to uphold racism. No one is asking for a 
handout, but instead, it is time to give a long overdue 
hand up to Black people and POC in general.”


© Kacey Jeffers

http://www.kaceyjeffers.com/shop
http://www.kaceyjeffers.com/shop


In conclusion

We are deeply grateful to the more than two dozen 
photographers who contributed to this guide with 
their generous, candid responses. We recommend 
checking each of them out individually. As part of 
this guide, Feature Shoot has made a donation to 
Black Lives Matter, and 500px has made a donation 
to Black Lives Matter Toronto. 

66© Tope Adenola

https://blacklivesmatter.com/
https://blacklivesmatter.ca/
https://www.topeadenola.com/
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Follow Ib Kamara on Instagram at @ibkamara.


Follow Matt Sayles on Instagram at @msayles.


Follow Lelanie Foster on Instagram at @lelanief.


Follow Justin French on Instagram at @frenchgold.


Follow Shaun Vizzy on Instagram at @Shaunvizzy.


Follow Dee Williams on Instagram at @HideexDee.


Follow Ryan Pfluger on Instagram at @ryanpfluger.


Follow Amandla Baraka on Instagram at @totheppl.


Follow Kacey Jeffers on Instagram at @kaceyphoto.


Follow Cydni Elledge on Instagram at @cydnielledge.


Follow Imani Hamilton on Instagram at @che_ro_kee.


Follow Klea McKenna on Instagram at @klea_mckenna.


Follow Nydia Blas Boyd on Instagram at @neeksiebeeks.


Follow Kevin Claiborne on Instagram at @kevinclaiborne.


Follow Donavon Smallwood on Instagram at @xdonavon.


Follow Rachel Elise Thomas on Instagram at @implied_wisdom.

Credits

Photo by Daniel Sekyi Attah

https://www.artandcommerce.com/artists/stylists/Ibrahim-Kamara
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Follow Anthony B. Geathers on Instagram at @anthonybgeathers. 

Follow Desmond Butler on Instagram at @Des_Flyy and on Twitter at @Des_Fly.


Follow Jordan Kines on 500px at @jordankines and on Instagram at @jordankines.


Follow Edward Grant on 500px at @sci-fi_wasabi and on Instagram at @eddieakoi.


Follow Kevin J Williams on 500px at @ProlificKid and on Instagram at @ProlificKid.


Follow Junior Asiama on 500px at @asiamajunior and on Instagram at @__instinct__. 


Follow Tope Adenola on 500px at @topeadenola and on Instagram at @tope_horpload.


Follow Hagar Wirba on 500px at @hagarrr and on Instagram at @hagar_aesthetephotos.


Follow Aaron Ricketts on 500px at @aaronricketts_ and on Instagram at @aaronricketts_.


Follow Dahyembi Joi Neal on 500px at @dahyembijneal and on Instagram at @snapsbyjoi.


Follow Adeolu Osibodu on 500px at @adeoluosibodu and on Instagram at @adeoluosibodu.


Follow Samantha Pierre on 500px at @samanthapierre_ and on Instagram at @itssassysam.


Follow Nana Frimpong Oduro on 500px at @frizzlemadeit and on Instagram at @Frizzlemadeit.


Follow Daniel Sekyi Attah on 500px at @danniebrown5050 and on Instagram at @ghana.must_go.


Follow Felix Russell-Saw on 500px at @Frsphoto and on Instagram at @felixrussellsaw and on Twitter @felixrussellsaw. 

Follow Rashod Taylor on Instagram at @rashodtaylorphoto, on Facebook at @rashodtaylorphotography, and on Twitter at @rashodtaylor.

Credits

Photo by Hagar Wirba
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https://www.facebook.com/rashodtaylorphotography
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500px has always been a diverse platform and workplace. 
We pride ourselves as a community of many voices, and 
believe that photographers throughout the world deserve 

the ability to express themselves without filters.  

Use this link to find more Black Lives Matter photos on 500px:   
https://500px.com/search?q=black+lives+matter

Thank You

https://500px.com/search?q=black+lives+matter
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